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To be a marine aid to navigation technician is not 
a job for the faint hearted as you have to travel to 
swelling seas, work under humid and cold weather 
conditions, carrying heavy loads on your shoulders 
and climbing steep mountains to name a few to 
ensure the upkeep of lights which direct vessels 
that enter our waters carrying cargo for resource 
projects, or for other businesses in the country 
berth safely at our ports or wharves.

This young lad, Salvator Bure never had in mind 
the type of job involved when he started with the 
National Maritime Safety Authority. 

When asked about how he feels of being the 
youngest Aids to Navigation (AtoN) technicians, 
Bure with his natural positive energy recalled his 
first experience or he calls it challenge with a smile 
and said it was a mere learning experience as he 
gladly embraced his new working environment and 
what was required of him whilst working alongside 
senior technicians.

Bure’s first duty travel was in Tufi, Northern 
Province which he recalled was very challenging 
and tiring at the same time as it involved a long 
dinghy boat ride from Oro Bay to Spear Point then 
straight to the tower which housed the AtoN.

He said: “I had to climb 15 meters tower up to the 
top then manually pulled up the heavy N70-12V 
solar battery up to the top of tower to fix the AtoN. 
From that very moment, I told myself that I can do 
this job and now, I love my job especially, going out 
to the field. And the bonus is, with this job, I get to 
travel all the 15 maritime provinces located within 
Papua New Guinea.”

Bure first joined NMSA in September 2018, he 
worked as a casual technician. A year later, he was 
made permanent.

He now works as a AtoN technician at the Aids 
to Navigation Unit of NMSA under the Navigation 
Safety Services Department which his everyday 
line of duties involves working at heights, working 
12 hours out at sea in good and bad weather, 
walking and climbing steep mountains with loads, 
sailing out to sea for a month & fixing navigational 
aids both on land and at sea. 

Bure plays an important role in carrying out one 
of NMSA’s mandated roles which is promoting 
maritime safety. He is part of a small team that 
ensures the maintenance and upkeep of the day-
marks, beacons, buoys and lighthouses located 
throughout the maritime provinces are maintained 
at all cost.

This young, charismatic and energetic technician 
began his career in the maritime industry shortly 

after he graduated with a diploma in Electrical Tech 
from Don Bosco Technological Institution in 2017.

Being from a mix parentage of Central and East 
Sepik Province, working out at sea to maintain 
AtoNs is not something new to Bure as he very 
familiar with the sea and passionate about the 
marine life as well.

Bure learnt his trade after graduating from grade 
12 at Passam National High School in 2014 and 
directly enrolled at the Don Bosco Technological 
Institution.

After completing the academic requirements 
with the Institution, he joined PNG Power Limited 
as an electrical fitter in 2017 then after a year, he 
joined Anitua Construction & Maintenance as Trade 
Assistant Electrician before he joined NMSA. 

Bure said: “I face a lot of challenges in my career. 

When out on duty travel to fix the AtoNs, I wake 
up as early as the sunrise to accomplish everyday 
tasks and work right through till 19:00pm in the 
night. As I’ve mentioned earlier and some of these 
include working at heights around 30 meters above 
sea level whilst hanging from a rope.”

He further added that there are many good 
opportunities for me as a technician and makes one 
more determine to give my best in executing my line 
of duties.

Bure said his advice to young Papua New Guineans 
who want to take up a career as a Marine Aids to 
Navigation Technicians is: “You must be prepare to 
work in extreme conditions like hot & cold weather 
condition. You must know how to swim and must not 
fear heights because you will face these as your 
daily life.”
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SPEECH BY NMSA BOARD CHAIRMAN MR PETER HUMPHREYS, CBE

I wish to acknowledge and thank the Minister 
for Transport and Civil Aviation, Hon. Walter 
Schnaubelt, MP, for giving his time to officiate in 
the official opening of the new Alotau NMSA office.
I wish to welcome everyone this morning and 
convey our sincere appreciation for your presence 
at this short but important ceremony.

From the outset i wish to state that the broader 
vision and strategic plan for NMSA is to extend 
its services to the maritime regions in Papua 
New Guinea. We need to be visible in provinces 
and districts. And in the regions there are inland 
waterways that fall under the jurisdiction of the 
National Maritime Safety Authority.

Establishing offices in Alotau and other centers 
is not only for better services but also improving 
NMSA’s presence in managing and in regulating 
safety in the shipping services in the provinces. 

In this space, NMSA will be involved in closer 
communication and dialogue with the people/ 
communities, the shipping industry and civil 
society at large.

May I also echo the challenging aspects of 
establishing these offices which are: 

1. Asset Finding -  suitable land to build especially 
on a secured state land;

2. Governance - Securing the approval of the 
provincial government, the land board and the 
building board; 

3. Skilled Manpower -  Having to resource these 
officers with highly skilled personnel, like the 
licenced and gazetted ship surveyors and ship 
inspectors in the regions.

4. Investment - NMSA has made progressive 
investments into securing land and building this 
new Alotau NMSA office, purchasing a rescue 
boat, and having technical and support staff in the 
offices;

5. Budget - The non-tax revenue application 
would certainly have a long-term effect on 
continuous improvement and operations of these 
assets sustainably as it warrants an affordable 
annual recurrent budget, unlike when I came to 
NMSA, the situation was not like what we have 
now. 

We didn’t have a capital budget; in 2014 a 
revision of the levies enabled NMSA to have a 
budget that enabled it to;

• Build offices in the maritime provinces
• Purchase the new search and rescue 

management system;  
• Put in place automatic information systems        

which are located in the fifteen (15) sites; 
• Maintain the operations of the coastal monitoring 

stations in jomard passage and tuam island; 
• Improve the global maritime distress signal 

system that links with the coast radio network; 
• Purchase of thr vessel monitoring system; 
• Purchase the tide gauges;

• Install and operate navigational aids (light-
houses); 

• Purchase of the oil spill equipment;
• Establishment of small craft boards under the 

small craft act ; and
• Building the capacity of NMSA to be on par with 

other maritime jurisdictions and authorities.  

These are some of the planned activities that 
we are seeing the results of unfolding and being 
realised in our time today.

Of course with a functional board, we have had 
to work hard with the management to maintain 
good corporate governance in the systems and 
processes that the Authority has established.

The board approves NMSA’s annual budget and 
the work plan which is aligned to the corporate 
plan 2020-2024.

The plan to build NMSA’s human resource is also 
based on the recently approved organisational 
structure.

The major focus now and it is appropriate that 
our minister is here with us to appreciate the 
actions taken on the review and update of national 
legislations and regulations 

Which includes;

(I) Merchant Shipping (bill 2020)
Under this bill the following supporting draft 

regulations have been completed in the last two 
(2) years.

• Marine orders regulation
• Stcw convention regulation,
• Pilotage regulation (2020). 
• Search and rescue (sar) regulation. 
• Small vessels safety regulation, 2020) (for 

vessels of 10 - 20 meters). 

NMSA has also identified important international 
conventions/ treaties that require ratification and is 
preparing an NEC submission to bring to cabinet 
for further endorsement.

As a member state we need to step up our 
efforts and make things happen on the policy front 
and the administration so a lot more collaboration 
is needed.

The opening of the office sets a focal point of 
coordination needed in the Milne Bay Province 
for all our stakeholders  to contribute towards 
improving the shipping industry in terms of 
safer movement of goods and services; safer 
movement of passengers and safer vessels and 
safer navigation.

NMSA Board Chairman Peter Humphreys speaking during the opening.



3

NatioNal MaritiMe Safety authority

The National Maritime Safety Authority (NMSA) 
will observe this year’s World Marine Aids to 
Navigation Day on the 1st of July, 2021.

The World Marine Aids to Navigation Day 2021 
marks the 65th anniversary of the establishment of 
the organisation known today as the International 
Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and 
Lighthouse Authority (IALA). IALA is a non-profit 
international technical association established 
in 1957. The aim is to gather Marine Aids to 
Navigation Authorities, manufacturers, consultants 
and scientific and training institutes from all parts of 
the world and offer them opportunity to exchange 
and compare their experiences and achievements. 
The General Assembly of IALA who came together 
in 2018 initiated the idea of observing the World 
Marine Aids to Navigation Day (WAtoN). As a 
result, on the 1st July each year, IALA celebrates 
the World Aids to Navigation Day with the theme 
“Successful Voyages, Sustainable Planet”.  
The theme aims at fostering safe, economic 
and efficient movement of vessels through the 

improvement and harmonization of marine aids to 
navigation worldwide. 

In this occasion, IALA and its nearly 80 member 
states will be observing the day and create greater 
awareness among the wider public of the role of 
Marine Aids to Navigation and IALA’s technical work 
in enhancing the safety of navigation worldwide. 
PNG is a Member State of IALA through NMSA. 

The Aids to Navigation Unit of NMSA under 
the Navigation Safety Services Department will 
observe this Day with an awareness about the 
significance of Aids to Navigation (AtoN) and the 
related services provided by AtoN.

NMSA Port Moresby based staff will be branded 
in the World Marine Aids Navigation Day shirts 
and retractable banners will be placed in front of 
Defens Haus & Pacific MMI Building. 

NMSA Acting General Manager/CEO, Mr. Patrick 
Korowa said Papua New Guinea also marks the 
Day to create and recognise the efforts made by 
IALA to promote safe navigation, especially in the 
areas of international navigation, port and other 

vulnerable or protected marine areas.  
NMSA manages well over 400 AtoN sites within 

all the maritime provinces. These AtoNs comprises 
of day-marks, beacons, buoys and lighthouses.  

Mr Korowa urges all relevant authorities including 
police officers and communities’ leaders located 
in the 15 maritime provinces to help prevent the 
tampering and obstruction of AtoNs as it imposes a 
high risk of possible grounding on all ships as well 
as damaged to the marine life and environment.

He went on further and said these assets and 
equipment are owned by the State and tampering 
as well as obstructing of this maritime aid to 
navigation or similar infrastructure is punishable 
by law under the ‘Protection of the Transport 
Infrastructure Act 2010, the Criminal Code Act 
1974 & the Merchant Shipping Act 1975’. 

Mr Korowa said: “These assets & equipment 
serve not only large merchant vessels but also 
helps local fisherman who can depend on these 
AtoNs to navigate their way to safety during bad 
weather and poor visibility.”

The Aids to Navigation Unit of NMSA under the 
Navigation Safety Services Department ensures 
that over 300 marine lights are in operation. This is 
achieved by attending to all scheduled preventative 
maintenance and reactive maintenance for outages 

and vandalised sites. Their line of duties also includes 
forward maintenance planning and coordination of 
the Aids to Navigation (AtoN) network.

The AtoN Unit is responsible for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the marine lights located along the 

coastlines, channels and within port areas ensuring 
international and domestic vessels safe navigation. 

The main type of aids to navigation available in 
Papua New Guinea are; day-marks, beacons, buoys 
and lighthouses.

PNG NMSA AidS to NAviGAtioN Network

NMSa observes World Marine aids to Navigation DayKEY NOTE ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT & CIVIL AVIATION, HONORABLE WALTER SCHNAUBELT, MP

As minister, I am really happy to see and to meet all 
our industry partners and leaders in the Milne Bay 
Provincial Administration and invited guests.

As minister, I am keen on any development in the 
maritime space, especially for our people living in 
the coastline of our country. 

I have been kept abreast of happenings in the 
policy area, however there are things that I feel 
we need to concentrate our efforts on a lot more 
especially in our maritime provinces.

I wish to point out that Papua New Guinea became 
a member of the international maritime organisation 
(imo) in 1976. 

It has also been signatory to the following 
International Maritime Safety Conventions which 
are; 

• Safety of life at sea (solas) 1974; 
• Load lines convention 1966; 
• Tonnage convention 1969; 
• Collisions prevention (colreg)1972; 
•  Standards of training, certification and watch-

keeping for seafarers (stcws), 1978; and 
• Search and rescue (sar) 1979.
PNG’s compliance with the above International 

Safety Conventions is primarily the responsibility of 
the NMSA, with oversight from the IMO. PNG will 
accede to future conventions as appropriate.

The previous governments’ passing of legislation 
pertaining to the conventions as mentioned, 
reflects positively on the commitment of the 
PNG Government to ensure safety of maritime is 
administered and regulated as a member to the 
IMO.

Under the Marape-Rosso government, we want 
to continue to make headway in addressing issues 
in the maritime space both domestically and 
internationally with discussions at the IMO and 
APEC FORA. 

The government’s commitment to bring back 
the national shipping services to improve service 
delivery to our people is budgeted for under the 
medium term development plan. 

The government through its Connect PNG program 
is committed to ensuring major infrastructure 
developments with substantial funding to maintain 
and build major ports, wharves, and jetties.

These commitments and others in the transport 
sector are very much in alignment with the 
overall government priority of leaving no one 
behind as embraced and emanates from the 
directive principles of our constitution and vision 
2050, the Development Strategic Plan, Medium 
Term Development Plans (MTDP), sector plans, 
provincial and district plans. 

The pandemic, as you know, had given huge 
challenges to the maritime transport industry and 
its partners and frontline workers for the past two 
to three years. 

Your resilience and resolve has enabled Milne 
Bay Province to prosper. 

Moving through these challenges, the maritime 

industry still delivers on much-needed services in 
the outer islands in the province.

Milne Bay Province is alive with small vessels and 
ferries including banana boats on its waters.

It dawns on me to relate to appreciate the 
traditional boat builders with skills so unique to this 
province.  

There are many boats that are built here and sold 
to Papua New Guineans, as we rely on maritime 
trasport.

I especially appreciate an SME – the Saeya Boat 
Builders of Sariba Island in the Samarai- Mururua 
District for their business.

I wish to make mention as well on the work 
of Samarai plastics which is building fibreglass 
dinghies in partnership with Ela Motors.

We will emerge from this pandemic experience 
stronger than ever before and NMSA as the 
regulatory authority will ensure applicable laws and 
regulations are applied to improve the services and 
safety around maritime securities.

Look to the future and prepare for the challenges 
that loom ahead of us. Actions on climate change 
and zero GHG emissions seem to be hitting the 
headlines these days. 

This is especially salient for all of us in the 
transport sector because it accounts for some 30% 
of emissions worldwide. 

Our collective efforts therefore can have a 
significant impact in ensuring a sustainable PNG 
while contributing to global climate change action.

The government has been investing heavily in 
the capacity and reliability of our transport system 
network, to make it more convenient and inclusive. 

Much of the work continues under an unrelenting 
wave of the effect of Covid and other factors. 

The Government is committed through its 
programs in the sector as seen in it’s commitment 
in the transport infrastructure budget for the major 
ports development and connection to the national 
and corridor roads in the country through the 
Connect PNG program.

And not forgetting our development partners, it is 
with great appreciation that your efforts and funding 
are not wasted. 

On behalf of the Marape-Rosso Government, I 
wish to state our utmost appreciation and thank you 
for your support always. 

You are aware that without a good and reliable 
transport system, good roads, adequate shipping 
services, and reliable air services, and without 
proper regulation of these tiers of transport 
systems, the economy of the country will certainly 
be affected. 

It is a fact that transport is the key to economic 
growth and prosperity. 

Indeed, all of you, our industry partners, play a 
pivotal role in each of these strategies that I have 
outlined. 

While the government can map out the vision and 
put in place enabling frameworks in consultation 

with all stakeholders, ultimately it is your efforts that 
will drive the agenda and make our vision a reality! 

Therefore, as the Minister I am committed to do 
so many things that the government of the day 
entrusted me to do in the sector, but I can only do 
so much, I need the support of those agencies in 
the Ministry, so together we can be able to deliver 
on some key government results areas.

At this juncture, I wish to commend the effort to 
connect the 15 maritime provinces. The opening of 
the Alotau office is second after the Rabaul office 
as they set in motion the opening of similar offices 
in other provincial field offices.

In closing I wish to congratulate the NMSA board 
Chairman, Mr. Peter Humphreys, CBE, and the 

Board Members, NMSA Management, GM/CEO 
Mr. Paul Unas and your team for today’s occasion. 

To the stakeholders here, your resilience and 
mettle of maritime transport system has been 
tested and proven during the pandemic the past 
two years. 

And I am confident that together, we can build 
an even better, stronger and more sustainable 
maritime system in Milne Bay as a model province.

With that I wish you all very best in your work 
within your organisations as we journey together 
in keeping our people safe at sea, protecting our 
marine environment from pollution, our ships from 
danger and lighthouses from vandalism.

Minister for Transpport and Civil Aviation 
Honourable Walter Schnaubelt



NatioNal MaritiMe Safety authority

4

Meet the  team:AtoN

Harvey Lahani is the Manager in charge of Navigation Safety Services 
Department. He oversees the running of the AtoNs work activities and 
provides advise on issues relating to marine aids to safety navigation to 
other line managers and the executive management as and when required.

AtoN technician 

AtoN Technicians are responsible for making sure all AtoN’s are in 
operation. They are responsible for all scheduled preventative and reactive 
maintenance, making sure all marine lanterns are in correct working order. 
They regularly respond to any technical and or unforeseen (vandalism, 
weather etc.) lantern outages to make sure marine traffic can navigate 
safely and efficiently through our waters.

AtoN engineer

The Aid to Navigation Engineer is responsible for coordinating and planning 
AtoN site maintenance. He is also in charge of Departmental procurements 
of all equipment and researching for new technologies to be introduced into 
the PNG AtoN network.  The AtoN engineer supports the NSS Manager 
in terms of maintenance scheduling, contract documentation, capital 
expenditure project supervision and long-term planning for the Department. 

Meet tHe AtoN eNGiNeerS

KAIrI ipai EDWArD Vurue

IAN GeNieMbo

rICHArD aSiba

JUSTUS WayNe

SALVATOr bure THOMAS yiNu
THE official opening of the Alotau Field Office on 
July 20, 2023.


